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MEETING OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
M. 29 and 30, 1804, The Massacuusettrs Missiona- 


3. ry Society held, in Bofton, its rirtH Annuat Meer- 
inc. The Meeting, which was unufually full and folemn, was 
opened with prayer by the Prefident ; after which the following 


REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 
Was read by the Secretary. 


THE Board of Truftees of the Maffachufetts Miffionary 
Society are holden, by an article in the Conftitution, to clofe 
their fervices by laying a report of their doings, and of the 
general ftate of Miflionary concerns, before the Society. 
Their materials, however, are few, and their report will be 
confined to a few obfervations. One of the two miflionaries, 
who were appointed by the Board to perform miflionary la- 
bours in the weft, the Rev. Mr. Jacob Cram, could not be en- 
gaged to accept of his appointment. The other, Mr. Levi 
Nelfon, in the courfe of the laft fummer fpent three or four 
months in the. ftate of New-York, in faithful and indefatigable 
exertions, which have been detgiled with fufficient minutenefs, 
and it is prefumed to,the general gratification of the members 
of the Society, in We vitiona: Magazine. Mr. Jotham 
Sewall, another miffionary, appointed to labour for the year in . 
the interior of the Province of Maine, has been engaged in 
the duties of this appointment ; and as he was requelted to be 
perfonally prefent on this occafion, and has not made any com- 
munications by writing to the Board, it is confided that he will 
be here, and gratify the Society by ftating his labours and fuc- 
ecis. Mr. Couch has been affociated with Mr. Sewall for fev- 
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eral months in this eaftern miffion. The Board have received 
no communications from him, and rely that in fome form they 
will be made to the Society before its feflion is clofed. 

Particular circumftances at the prefent moment place the 
funds in a ftate of uncertainty. The Treafurer will be able, it 
is hoped, in feafon to let the Society know its profpeé¢ts in this 
refpe&. Books to the value of about 300 dollars, given by the 
Cent Society, have been faithfully diftributed. Friendly com- 
munications have been made to the Board from the Standing 
Committee of Miffiens of the General Affembly of the Prefby- 
terian Church in America, and from the New-York Miffionary 
Society, who have expreffed their fraternal regard to this body, 
by electing our Prefident an honorary member of that Society. 
Communications have been alfo received from the Hampbhire 
Miffionary Society, and from a Seciety lately formed in the State 
of South-Carolina. From thefe official fources of information, 
and others which are open to the public at large, the Board feel 
themfelves authorized to congratulate all the Brethren of the 
Society on the progrefling and fuccefsful ftate of the miffionary 
intereft in this country. A growing harmony and a refolved 
co-operation mark the exertions of the filter focieties, and invite 
to increafed hope, that the facrifices and labours of the friends 
of Zion will, under the blefling of the all victorious Redeemer, 
affue in great good. European, Afiatic, and African countries 
are enriched with a growing zeal, and prefent a grateful prof- 
pect of a plenteous harveft. The increafing attention to reli- 
gion, and its hopeful progrefs in the place where we convene, 
and its vicinity, is a matter of joy, and may operate to quicken 
our exertions. ‘Dear brethren, be firm, perfevering, generous ; 
feel and pray. The caufe is ever glorious. Let us never be 
weary of the labours of love. In due feafon we fhall reap, if we 
faint not. 


ae 


Mr. Sewatt, one of the Miffionaries employed in the fervice 
of the Society in the diftrict of Maine, was prefent at the Meet- 
ing ; and, partly by his written journals and partly by verbal 
Rtatements, gave a very pleafing and ies account of his 





miflionary labours, of the fuccefs whic ended them, and of 
the opening profpects of further ufefulnefs, in the extenfive field 
which he had traverfed. Mr. Covcu, who had co-operated 
for fome time with Mr. Sewall, was prevented, by ficknefs, from 
attending the Meeting. But a letter from him, and his journ- 
als, which were exhibited, gave great fatisfaction to the Socie- 
ty. After attending to the various communications, which 
were exhibited for their information and encouragement, the 


Society proceeded to the choice of officers for the enfuing year, 
and 
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and to the other appropriate bufinefs of the Meeting. The 
officers elected were, 


The Rev. NATHANAEL EMMONS, D. D. of Franklin, 


PRESIDENT. 


The Rev. SAMUEL AUSTIN, of Worcefer, Stecrerary. 
Deacon JOHN SIMPKINS, of Boffon, Treasurer. 


THe Presipent, ex-officio. 


The Rev. Mefirs. DAVIDSANFORD, of Medway, 1 
DANIEL HOPKINS, of Salem, 
SAMUEL NILES, of Abington, 
SAMUEL SPRING, of Newburyport, 
SAMUEL AUSTIN, of Worcefer, q 
SAMUEL WORCESTER, of Salem, 
JONATHAN STRONG, of Randolph, 
JEDIDIAH MORSE),p.p.Charilefown, 
ELIJAH PARISH, of Byfield, and 
JACOB NORTON, of Weymouth, 


The Presipent of the Lonnon Missionary Society, 

The Presipent of the New-York Missionary Society, 

The Presipent of the Connecticyt Missionary Society, 

The Presipent of the Hampsuire Missionary Society, and 

The Presipent of the Berxsuire and CotumsBian Mission- 
ary Society, were elected Honorary Memsers of the 
Board of Truftees. 


*STALSAYT, 
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On the evening of the firft day of the Meeting, divine fervice 
was attended at the Old South meeting-houfe. The Rev. Mr. 
Howmas, of Cambridge, led in all the public folemnities, and de- 
livered an appropriate and impreflive Sermon, from 2 Cor. ii. 
14. Now thanks be unto God, which always caufeth us to triumph in 
Chrift, and maketh manifeft the favour of his knowledge by us in every 
place. ‘The auditory was ref{pectable, attentive and folemn ; and 
a handfome collection was made for the benevolent purpofes 
of the Society. 

The Rev. Paul Litchfield, of Carlifle, is appointed the firft, 
and the Rev. Jofeph Barker, of Middleborough, the fecond 
preacher for the next anniverfary. 

The Society is in a very flourifhing ftate. In the courfe of the 
laft year it received an acceffion of about feventy new members. 
The whole number of members is now about three hundred. 
The annual tax, therefore, of two dollars each member, will 
amount to about fix hundred dollars. ‘The donations and con- 
tributions, the laft year, exclufive of books, amount to about 
eight hundred and fixty dollars. May the Lord continue to | 
{mile upon the Inftitution, and may the blefling of many ready 
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to perifh come, through grace, upon its members and bene. 
factors. 

N. B. The Miffionaries appointed by the Board of Triftees 
for the pee year, are the Rev. Meffrs. Sewall and Powers 
for the Diftri& of Maine, and the Rev. David Smith for the 
Weltern Frontiers. 
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To rue Epirors, 


THE works of Mr. Newton are perufed with pleafure and prof- 
it by many Chriftians among us. Every produdion of that amiable 
and excellent man is mterefting and worthy to be preferved. The fol- 
lowing letter to the late Do&or Rossins of Plymouth, it is believed 
bas never been publifbed. By giving it a place in your next number, 


you will gratify many of your readers. Yours, 
CLERICUS. 








REVEREND AND DEAR SiR, 


I AM afraid you will think me, as I certainly think myfelf, 
very tardy in not acknowledging your obliging favour, which 1 
received in September laft. I have often propofed it; but it 
is not worth troubling you with a detail of the multiplicity of 
bufinefs, engagements, and hindrances, which have hitherto 
prevented me. 

I truft my heart rejoiced in the account of the gracious re- 
vival, with which the Lord has vifited Plymouth under your 
miniftry ; and many have rejoiced with me; for I have feen 
the purport of it in a periodical paper. May it fpread through 
all your ftates, and penetrate weftward, till the prefent defolate 
wildernefs fhall become as the garden of the Lord, and bloflom 
like the rofe ! 

There has been a movement of the like kind ina part of 
North Wales within thefe two or three years, which I believe 
has not wholly gone off: and I am affured that in many pla- 
ces the impreflion, though fudden, was not tranfient, but has 
produced an evident and abiding change. We hear likewife 
at prefent of more than ufual awakening in feveral parts of 
Yorkfhire. But in general, we are not favoured with a net to 
enclofe a great multitude of fi/fhes at once: we are moftly 3 So 

an 





Rev.-Mr. Newton's Letter. 9 


and would be thankful if now and then we can take one. Yet 
T hope that upon the whole the fuccefs of the gofpel is on the 
increafe among us, both as to its {pread and efficacy, efpecially 
in the eftablifhment. The Lord adds to the number of gofpel 
minifters every year ; and now and then we hear of one, who is 
brought to the knowledge and experience of the truth, after 
having been long a blind leader of the blind. 

London is highly privileged. Mr. Romaine and myfelf, ine 
deed, are the only parochial minifters ; but we have curates, lec- 
turers, and minilters of chapels ; many of whom are men of 
fenfe and abilities, and are attended by large auditories, I truft 
with good effect. ; 

There is alfo much preaching by irregulars and itinerants, 
and I believe much good is done among them: but as this 
path is eafily opened to any who think’ them/elves qualified to 
tread in it, there is a great mixture. Somme attempt to teach 
others, who themfelves have need of being taught. They have 
neither the right meffage nor the right fpirit, but are rafh and 
felf-confident; fo that novelties, errors, ftrifes, and divifions are 
multiplied. It was thus, you know, in the apoltles’ days, and 
therefore we need not wonder it is thus in our days, and in our 
land, where every one is at liberty. to do that which is right in 
his own eyes. 

We have a full church at St. Mary Woolnoth, and a very fe- 
rious congregation. Few of the hearers, however, compara- 
tively, are my parifhioners. Tliey find the way from all parts 
of London and its environs. By preaching the truths of the 
gofpel rather in an experimental than controverifial way, I feem 
to pleafe and fuit them as well as if they were all of a mind. 
The chief points that I aim at in preaching are, 

Firft, To fet forth the glory and grace of God in the perfon 
of the Saviour. 

Second, To fhew the danger and folly of ‘a form of godlinefs 
por the power; of a mere talking, fpeculative profef- 

ion. 

Third, To perfuade, if poffible, thofe that love the Lord Jefus 
Chrift to love one another ; to lay much ftrefs upon the things 
in which we are agreed, and but: little upon chofe in which 
we differ. 

Through mercy we walk in peace; and we have more than 
a few among us, who, I think, are firft rate Chriftians, and who 
perhaps would have been deemed fuch, had they lived in the 
time of the apoftles. 

It is true, Sir, as you obferve, that: I am a wonder to many. 
I wifh I was more a wonder to myfelf. But I hope I have 
fome fenfe how unworthy I was and am of the mercy I obtain- 
ed. The Lord literally brought me Gut of the land of Egypt, 
No. 1. Vol. II. B and 
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and the -houfe of bondage. I was not only a darmg, 
blafpheming infidel, and a licentious, hardened profligate ; but 
my fituation on the coaft of Africa was fuch, that my recovery 
from thence to be within the reach of erdinary means feemed 
morally impoffible. I fometimes confider myfelf as a unique 
in the annals of the church. The grace of God, which is ex- 
ceedingly abundant, may have pardoned and reclaimed fome, 
who have. gone equal lengths in wickedneis, (though I have 
reafon to think few of my years and opportunities ever went 
beyond me in my dreadful career); but the manner of my 
deliverance from Africa, not only undeferved but undefired, 
and the fubfequent path into which the Lord was pleafed. to 
lead me, feem peculiar to myfelf. 

When I thought of the miniftry, I met with fo many diffi- 
culties and-difcouragements before, I was admitted, that I at 
length gave up all application. I hoped that the Lord gracioufly 
accepted the defire which He himfelf had put into my heart, as 
he did David’s purpofe of building the temple. But in his cafe 
it was added, “ thou fhalt not build me an houfe, becaufe thou. 
hat been:a man of blood.” So I apprehended, that although 
I meant well, and the Lord was not difpleafed with me for de- 
firing to ferve him in the gofpel, it was an honour that could 
not be permitted to one, who had been fo openly vile and fcan- 
dalous as I. Yet, in his beft time, after fix years’ waiting, and 
when I had given up the expectation, I obtained my defire with 
the greatef{ eafe. When Olney, the firft place allotted to my 
fervice, was ready, the door of entrance was fet wide open. 
There I found a poor and afflicted, but fimple and gracious 
few, who were appointed to teach me, while | endeavoured to 
inftru& them. Olney was a good {chool ; and though I was 2 
dull fcholar, yet I truft I learnt fomething in the fixteen years 
I was there ; which contributed in fome meafure to qualify me 


for my more public ftation in London. I[ have been here four- 


teen years ; and goodnefs and mercy have followed and ac- 
companied me every day. I have been favoured with much 
acceptance and with fome ufefulnefs: I have many friends, 
and am furrounded with comforts. 
. The removal of the partner, and, alas! the idol of my heart, 
in the year ’g0, was a heavy trial, though flie had been {pared 
to me more than forty years. But the occafion afforded me 
fuch a proof of the faithfulnefs and all-fufficiency of God, as L 
could not have learnt from books. To this hour I feel the 
fhock little lefs fenfibly than on the day fhe left me; and I thall 
probably feel it to the end of my life : yet I cannot fay I have 
had one uncomfortable day or night from the firft. I have 
been fayoured with fomething more than /ubmiffion, an acqui- 
efcence in the will of Him, who does and appoints all things 
wifely and well. But having loft my nght hand, I cannot ae 
mifs 
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mnfsit. By this event, however, Iam fet free from a thoufand 
anxieties and cares, which formerly diftrefled me ; and I hope 
my attachment:to this poor world is ftill more weakened. 1 
am willing to live my appointed time for my profeflion and 
miniftry’s fake ; and I rely upon the Lord’s goodnefs to make 
me willing to depart, whenever the fummons ihall arrive. My 
times are in his hands; may I live to-day, and leave to-mor- 
row and all its concerns with Him. 

If I live till the fourth of Auguft, I fhall enter my fixty-ninth 
year : but I do nat feel any confiderable diminution of powers, 
either ef body or mind, in my public fervices. My health is 
firm.; my {pirits are goad ; and I feldom feel pain. My appe- 
tite and fleep are much the fame, as when I was much younger. 
So that the whole of my hiftory, on the Lord’s part, is made up 
of mercies and favours. On my own part, I have daily multi- 
plied caufe for fhame and humiliation. It is my defire to live 
as becometh faints; and it is my hope that I fhall die as be- 
cometh finners ; rejoicing in Chrift Jefus, and renouncing all 
confidence in the flefh, and faying with the dying thief, “ Lord 
remember me.” I neither have, nor wilh to have, any better 
or other plea than his. 

I beg a remembrance im your prayers, and hope not to be 
unmindful of -you and your brethren. Give my love to all 
who love and preach the gofpel. May the Lord blefs you in 
your heart, houfe and miniftry, and give us at length a happy 
gnecting with his redeemed before the throne ! 


I am, refpectfully, dear Sir, your affectionate and obliged fer- 
vant and brother, 
JOHN NEWTON. 
London, Colman-Street Buildings, 
19th April, 1794. 








LETTER 


From the Committee of Miffions of the General Affembly of the Pref- 
byterian Church to the Maffachufetts Miffonary Society. 





—— — 





GENTLEMEN, 


HE General Affembly of the Prefbyterian church in the 
United States of America, at their feffion in May, A. D. 

1802, appointed “a ftanding committee of miflions,” a part of 
whofe duty was declared to be, “‘to correfpond with miffiona- 
ries, if neceflary, and with ajl other perfons on miflionary bufi- 
nefs.”” <. SPke 
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The committee, after attentively confidering this part of their 
truft, have concluded that it will probably both aid and gratify 
the Affembly, to be informed of the meafures and fuccefs of 
others engaged in miffionary undertakings. They are alfo dif- 
pofed to believe that a mutual communication of the plans, 
parpofes and profpeéts, of the various miffionary affociations m 
this country, with the effects of their exertions already produc- 
ed, may greatly encourage and affift each other, in their com- 
mon efforts to propagate the precious gofpel of Chrift, among 
thofe who have hitherto been deftitute of its bleffings. 

The committee, therefore, will take the liberty of communi- 
cating to you a fhort flatement of the miflionary bufinefs under 
the fuperintendence of the Affembly ; and wil} then requeft of 
you, in return, anfwers to certain queftions which they will 
{pecify, from which they hope to be both inftruéted and anima- 
ted in their arduous work. 

From the time that the Prefbyterian church was organized 
in this country, which was at the commencement of the laft 
century, the practice has exifted among us, of fending minifters 
of the gofpel to preach to thofe who had not its inftitutions reg- 
ularly eftablifhed among them. This, however, for a number 
of years, was done only, or principally, to fuch people as re- 
quefted the aid which they received from prefbyteries and fyn- 
ods. The number of our minifters was then {mall, themfelves 
and their flocks were poor, the country was thinly imhabited, 
and frequently the places calling for minifterial labour were 
confiderably remote. Gradually, however, all thefe circum. 
ftances were meliorated ; and the duty of fending the gofpel, 
without folicitation, to the regions deftitute of it, was more fen- 
fibly felt, and more eafily executed. Our church indeed has 
always confidered miffionary labours as an objeé of import. 
ance; which they have accordingly purfued, at fome times 
with a greater, and at others with a lefs degree of zeal. The 
Rev. David Brainard, the Rev. John Brainard, the Rev. 
Charles Beatty, and the Rev. George Duffield, all members of 
the fynod of New-York, went on miffions to the Indians, be- 
tween the years 1740 and 1765. Accounts of all thefe mif, 
fions, except that of the Rev. John Brainard, have been pub- 
lifhed. Salaries were given to the two firft mentioned, by the 
fociety in Scotland for propagating Chriftiazn Knowledge. Dur- 
ing the period already {pecified, and for feveral years fucceedin 
it, miffions were alfo fent to the Europeans, and their defcend- 
ants, who were fettled in the weftern parts oi the States of 


‘Virginia and N. Carolina. 


‘But it was. not till the year 1789, when the fupreme judica- 
ture of the Prefbyterian church was made a delegated body, 
and denominated a General Affembly, that any meafures were 
taken to eftablifh a regular and permanent fund for the fup- 

port 
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port of miffions. Before this their fupport was gratuitous, and 
thofe who undertook them commonly fuftained a principal 
part of the expenfe. But the Affembly, at their very firft fef- 
fions, formed a plan for obtaining a permanent fund, and dire@- 
ed that voluntary contributions to it fhould be fought for and 
received, in all the churches under their care. Confiderable 
fums of money were accordingly collected in this manner, and 
carefully and economically applied, to enlarge the fphere of 
miffionary ufefulnefs. In +heliers 1795 and 1796 the fum of 
Dolls. 1226.50 was expended for this purpofe. 

In the year 1799 the Affembly obtained from the legiflature 
of the State of Pennfylvania a charter of incorporation, whereby 
certain individuals of their communion were empowered to hold 
property, both real and perfonal,.for charitable and pious pur- 
pofes, and fubjeét to the order of the Affembly. In confequence 
of this event very confiderable donations have been made, and 
the fund for fupporting miffionaries is now refpeétable, and has 
the profpect of a ftyil further increafe. | 

For three years paft feven or eight miffionaries have been an- 
nually fent out, befides a ftated miffionary, who refides on the 
frontiers of the country to direct the labours of others, and to 
{pend fix months of the year himfelf in travelling and preach- 
ing. The fuccefs of thefe miffionaries, among the white inhab- 
itants who have received their labours, has been very confide. 
rable. They have already been inftrumental in eftablifhing 
churches through a large extent of country, and their preach- 
ing, under the divine blefling, has manifefted the power of 
evangelical truth in the hopeful converfion of many fouls. In 
a word, they are annually forming into regular congregations 
the people who emigrate from the interior of our country to 
the wildernefs that adjoins it, and planting and cherifhing 
among them the feeds of genuine piety. 

There are four defcriptions of people to whom the Affembly, 
at prefent, are endeavouring to fend miflions. 1. To thofe 
who are fettled on our frontier; with whom, as juft ftated, 
they have had much fuccefs. 2. To certain places in the more 
fettled parts, where the gofpel has not been regularly eftablith- 
ed. Here, too, there has been fome fuccefs, and the profpeé& 
of more is promifing, if it be not clouded by the want of fuita- 
ble miffionaries. 3. To the black people, or negroes, of the 
United States. Thefe, in the fouthern part of the Union, are 
moftly flaves, extremely ignorant, and, from the rank they 
hold in fociety, difficult of inftruétion. The Affembly, howev- 
er, have, for two years palt, employed a miflionary of their own 
race and colour to travel and labour among them. He isa 
man of education, as well as of prudence and piety, and has 
been well received. 4. To the Indians, or Aborigines of our 
eountry. The Affembly have not been able, till the prefent 

year, 
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year, to obtain a fuitable miffionary to be fent among thefe: at 
their laft meeting, however, their ardent wifhes were gratified ; 
and one was engaged whom they efteem in all refpecéts well 
qualified for the undertaking, and he is now commifhoned to 
eftablifh a fchool for the inftruction of the youth of the Chero- 
kee Indians, and to introduce among them, as fpeedily as may 
be pra¢ticable, the knowledge of evangelical truth. 

Seafons of fpecial prayer for, the fuccefs of the gofpel have 
been recommended by the Adathbly, and obferved by many of 
their congregations ; and we think there is reafon to believe 
that a prayer hearing God hath gracioufly regarded, and an- 
{wered the petitions of his people. 

The fynods of Virginia, of Pitthhurgh, of Kentucky, and of 
the Careknas, are all engaged in miffionary enterprifes. Thefe 
fynods are connected with, and under the care of, the Affem- 
bly. But, from local circumftances, it has been judged expe- 
dient that they fhould manage the miffionary bufinefs feparate- 
ly from the Affembly, and fome of them have manifelted a 
moft commendable zeal in the caufe. From the weftern com- 
mifhon of the Synod of Virginia nine miflionaries were fent 
forth during the laft year. Three of thefe have gone to the 
Indians. They have alfo fent a young man, of pious charac- 
ter, among the heathen, to inftrué them in agriculture, and to 
make inftruments of hufbandry for their ufe. The commiffion 
of Synod are likewife inftru&ing a native Indian youth, whe 
has lately become pious, with a view to his being an interpre- 
_ and in due time a preacher of the gofpel, among his peo- 

e. 

The civil government of our country has never prefented 
any obftacle to the miilionary efforts of the General Affembly, 
and, in-fending a miflion to the Indians, it has afforded fome 
affiftance. Some of the officers of government have decidedly 
countenanced and encouraged the undertaking. 

The great difficulty with us is, to obtain men well qualified 
for the office of miffionaries, efpecially to the Indian tribes. 
This has much circumfcribed the efforts that might, and that 
probably would, otherwife have been made. We hope, at pre- 
fent, that there is reafon to expe@ that this hindrance will be 
diminithed, if not wholly removed. 

Frem the fRatement now finifhed you will perceive, that the 
great Head of the Church has put it into the hearts of the min- 
ilters and people of our denomination to exert themfelves with 
confiderable diligence and earneftaefs, to extend the favour of 
their Redeemer’s name, among the ignorant, the deftitute, and 
the vicious; that their fuccefs has already been encouraging, 
and that their future profpects are highly animating. 

Allow us now to propofe to you a few queftions, to which 
we would folicit your anfwers, as foon as you may find leifure 

‘ to 
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to make, and opportunity to tranfmit them. The queftions 
are the following—How long has your fociety exifted ? What 
were the circumitances and motives that led to its inftitution ? 
What obftacles or difficulties have you had to furmount ? 
What are your funds? What is the number of your miffiona- 
ries? Are they all men of education, or not? What imftruc- 
tions do you give to your miffionaries ? What are the places to 
which you have already fent miffions, and what other places 
do you contemplate for them? What has been your tucceis 
hitherto ? What are your hopes and profpects for the future ? 
What advice can you giveto us? By anfwers to thefe inquiries, 
and by any other ufeful remarks that you may think proper to 
make, you will greatly oblige us. 

We have nothing further to add, but our entreaties and our 
hopes that your prayers may be united with ours, and moft 
fervently offered at the throne of grace,’ that God may give 
the heathen to his Son for an inheritance, and the uttermolt 
part of the earth for his poffeflion: and that he may {fpeedily 
become king of nations as he is king of faints. 


“‘ By order and on behalf of the Standing Committee of 
miffiens.” 
ASHBEL GREEN, Chairman. 
Philadelphia, April 21 ft. 1804. 








To tHe Epirors oF THE Missionary Macazine. 


GENTLEMEX; 


THE following letters from “ Adelphus to Eufebia,’’ on modern 
polite amufements, are eheerfully fubmitted to your infpeftion. If thought 
ufeful, you will pleafe to give them a place in your Magazine. The 
increafe of vice, infidelity, and modern catholicifm amongf the young, 
claims the ferious attention of the friends of religion. To the young in 
particular the following letters are addreffed by one, who feels tntercfied 
in their future and eternal happine/s. The youth of the writer will, 
it is hoped, render venial that want of method, and accuracy, which 
be lefs excufable in older writers ; at the fame time, it may ren- 
them more acceptable to thofe, for whofe ufe they were particularly 
sranfcribed. 





Ff 


LETTER I. 


Dear Sister, 


THE fatisfa&ion to be derived from a life of religion is 
eat. ‘Fo be delivered from the fear of future wo, to be “ juf- 
tified freely,” to have an intereft in Chrift, and to be delivered 
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from the dominion of fin, are bleflings, without which none 
can be truly happy, and which can be enjoyed in the ways of 
religion only. I am pleafed with the attention and refpeé 
which you profefs to have for religion. Not that this is a cer- 
tain fign of your poflefling it ; though the contrary would cer- 
tainly prove you to be deititute of it. If your efteem for reli- 
gion be genuine, yéu will account it the pearl of great price, and 
be willing to fell all that you may obtain it. | 

It is pleafing to me alfo, that your view of religious fenti- 
ments is fo correét. Before a perfon is qualified for heaven, 
you believe he muft be the fubject of that faith, which over- 
comes the world, and of that repentance, which has the nature 
of fin for its object. The heart, you think, muft undergo a 
radical change in every perfon, whether moral, or vicious, be- 
fore he can bea Chriftian. Chrift died to open a way for God 
to pardon and receive into favour penitent finners without dif- 
honour to his character as moral Governor, and without lower- 
ing the demands of the divine law. ‘The finner is entirely dee 
pendent on the operation of the Holy Spirit for converfion, 
fanctification, and perfeverance in a life of holy obedience. 
After exprefling your firm belief in thefe important truths, I 
was much furprifed at reading your opinion refpecting the pro- 
priety and lawfulnefs of attending balls, routs, and card-parties, 
You are pleafed to ftyle them “ innocent amufements,” harm- 
lefs diverfions, &c. | The arguments you brought in favour of 
them are not new. They have often been adduced before, and 
as often refuted. You requeft my thoughts more fully on the 
fubject, and promife to ab{tain from them upon conviction of 
their unlawfulnefs. I fhall, therefore, endeavour to fhow the 
fallacy of your principal arguments, as well as my time and 
abilities will permit; and then confider the arguments on the 
other fide. In the mean time, I would recommend a few plain 
queftions to your ferious attention. Do you advocate amufe- 
ments becaufe you think them really virtuous? or rather be- 
caufe you love them? Do you delight in them from a real de- 
fire of pleafing God? or is your main object to pleafe yourfelf 
and your giddy companions ? Are you better prepared for death 
after having fpent an evening in mirth, than before ? Are > 
who take moft delight in fuch fcenes, the perfons, whom y 
would prefer for attendants at your dying bed ? Are they the pers 
fons, who appear to encourage you ina religious life ? You fay, 
** there is no injury done, or intended to any one, by indulging 
once in a while in innocent amufements.” Is it not an injury 
to your companions to do any thing to render them more 
thoughtlefs and ftupid about their everlafting happinefs ? In 
what part of your bible are you allowed to negle& the care of 
your foul for pleafure ? Why do you call amufements innocent ? 


fs it becaufe they are agreeable to you? or becaufe they are 
agreeable 
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agreeable to the divine law ? The law requires you to love God 
with all your heart. It never allows you to feek felf-indulgence 
in any inftance. If you love the law, you will be willing to 
obey it. If you love Chrift, you will obey his commands, one 
of which is, that we * take up the crofs daily and follow him.” 
He allows of no felf-indulgence. He requires a perfect heart, 
and any indulgence, which falls fhort of this, cannot with pro- 
_ priety be called innocent. 
ADELPHUS. 

{To be continued. ) 


—_——=_ 





THE GREATNESS OF SIN NO REASON WHY IT MAY 
NOT BE PARDONED. 








"THIS willbe illuftrated, after fome things have been premifed 
with regard to the greatnefs of fin. It may be obfervcd, that 
all fin is great. Sin is committed againft God, who is infinitely 
great and glorious, and, in its nature, is hoitile to the highelt 
good of the univerfe. Therefore its magnitude and demerit 
are infinite. But ftill it is evident, both from reafon and reve- 
lation, that all fins are not equally great, nor all finners equally 
finful and criminal. Some fins proceed from: more oppofition 
and malignity of heart than others—/ome fins are more pernicious 
in their confequences than others—and fome are committed a- 
gainft greater light than others. Confequently they muit be 
greater. “ Thefervant that knows his mafter’s will, and does 
it not, fhall be beaten with many ftripes.” It will be more tol- 
erable, we are informed, for heathens in the judgment day, 
than ‘for gofpel impenitents. The fins of fome perfons are 
more numerous than thofe of others ; and the fins of fome alfo 
are committed againft particular and greater obligations than 
the fms of others. This is the cafe with regard to God’s peo- 
ple. Their fins are committed againft diftinguifhing love and 
grace; and againft covenant obligations. David’s fin and 
Peter’s had this crimfon ftain. There is one fin for which 
there is no forgivenefs. This is called the fin againft the Holy 
Ghoft. The apoftle John calls it the fin unto death. Whether 
the unpardonablenefs of this fin ison account of its being fo 
much greater than any other fin, may be queftioned. Suffice 
it, However, to fay, that God has declared it to be unpardonable ; 
and this decree is irreverfible.* Hence what may now be faid 
in illuftration of the important truth which has been ftated, as 
the fubject of this eflay, will be faid exclufively of this mortal fin. 
No. 1. Voi. II. C That 
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That the greatnefs of fin is no reafon why it may not be par- 
doned, appears from the magnitude of Chrift’s atonement. 
As he is God as well as man, his atonement is infinitely great. 
His obedience and fufferings were infinitely meritorious. They 
fanctioned the righteoufnefs of the divine law, both in its pre-. 
ceptive and penal requirements. In a word, the atonement of 
Chrift is fufficient, im its nature, for the pardom of the greateft 
and moft numerous fins. ‘ He is able to fave them to the ut- 
termoft who come unto God by him :” “ With him is plente- 
ous redemption.” As God has no regard to perfonal merit in 
the forgivenefs of fin, but to the merits of Chrift, he can par- 
don whom he will. “ He can be juft, and the juftifier of him 
who believes in Jefus,” though ever fo great a finner.—This is 
further evident from the calls and invitations of God to finners 
to repent and turn from their evil ways. Thefe are indifcrimi- 
nate. They refpeé all claffes of finners in this rebellious world, 
whatever be the greatnefs or number of their fins. It feems un- 
neceflary to recite particular paflages; look into the Bible, and 


_ they will meet the eye on almoft every page. And to queftion 


their propriety and fincerity would be an impeachment of the 
divine character, and awfully criminal. Hence doubtlefs all 
who will obey the call to repentance, who will accept the kind 
invitation ef mercy, will obtam the pardon of all their fins, 
though they be ever fo great and numerous ! This appears alfo 
from the confideration, that in the pardon of great offences, 
Chrift and his atonement will be greatly exalted. If a king 
fhould forgive and receive to his favour, and admit to the richelt 
bleflings of his kingdom, fome of the vileft rebels who had man- 
ifefted an extremely unconquerable oppofition to his crown, and 
the great interefts of his kingdom, through the interpofition of 
a third perfon; it would clearly manifeft his high eftimation of 
the character and merit of fuch perfon. And God, in the par- 
don of the vileft tranfgreffors, will ftrikingly exhibit his high 
eftimation of his Son, and his perfeé fatisfaction in his atone- 
ment. In this Chrift will be glorified forever. Such charac- 
ters, wafhed from their crimfon ftains of guilt in his precious 
blood, and juftified through his perfect righteoufnefs, will be gems 
of diftinguifhed luftre in his eternal crown of glory. As much 
is forgiven, they will love much. As they have been great fin- 
ners and found a ftill greater Saviour, they will praife him forev- 
er in the higheft ftrains. Then fince God delights to glorify his 
Son in his mediatorial chara¢ter, the greatnefs of fin is far from 
being an infuperable objection to its pardon. But it may be add- 
ed, that in the forgivenefs of great and numerous fins, the great- 
nefs of God’s mercy and the tery of his name will be exceeding- 
ly confpicuous. It is a plain diétate of common fenfe, that pardon- 
bog mercy always bears a proportionable magnitude to the yur a 
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ber and greatnefs of the offences forgiven. To pardon acrimi- 
nal of high demerit, is a much greater manifeftation of mercy, 
than though his guilt were but fmall. The father of the prodigal 
manifefted diftinguifhed mercy in forgiving him and receiving 
him again into his family ; becaufz his guilt and wretchednefs 
were exceedingly great. And God’s mercy will appear the moft 
eminent, in the pardon of the greateft miquities, and the falva- 
tion of fome of the vileft of finners. For in pardoning fuch, he 
exercifes mercy towards thofe, whofe oppofition to his holy 
character and government has been moft notorious and daring ; 
and who confeauently deferve the fevereft punifhment. To 
pardon and fave creatures thus depraved and guilty manifefts 
the moft glorious grace and mercy. In fuch veflels of mercy 
God’s name will be magnified and his glory will forever fhine 
with peculiar luftre ! ence David, under a felemn fenfe of his 
great fin and guilt, and the awful punifhment which he deferv- 
ed, faid, “ For thy name fake, O Lord, pardon my iniquity ; 
for it is great.” He well knew that God’s higheft object in the 
forgivenefs of fins and falvation of men, is his own glory. This 
was a pleafing confideration to him, and a powerful excitement 
to humble fervent prayer for pardon and falvation for himfelf 
and others. That God has fpecial regard to his name and glo- 
ry in the pardon and falvation of finners, is evident alfo from the 
teftimony of Afaph, Jeremiah and other infpired men. Hence 
as his infinite mercy and grace will be fo confpicuous in the par- 
don and falvation of fome of the moft vile agd guilty, the 
greatnefs of fin can be no reafon why it may not be pardoned 
through the blood of Chrift. The divine conduét, it may be 
obferved, will fupport and confirm this interefting truth. Some 
of the greateft of finners Aave been pardoned. In {cripture ac- 
count, we find among the fubjeéts of fpecial grace fome of the 
mott vile and guilty. Such as a bloody Manaffah, the male- 
faétor on the crofs, a perfecuting Saul, publicans and thofe vile 
Corinthians, who were chargeable with fome of the moft hein- 
ious fins. And there is fufficient evidence to juftify the belief, 
that, in every age, fome juftly numbered among the vileft of 
men have been brought to repentance and obtained forgivenefs, 
This fubje@ will fuggeft feveral interefting reflections. 

1. It appears that none have any reafon to defpair of mercy 
on account of the greatnefs of their fins. In God there is a 
boundlefs fource of mercy. Through the atonement of Chrift, 


he can pardon and fave-the vileft of finners. Though their fins 
are everfo great and numerous ; yet their guilt cannot exceed 
the'greatnefs of Chrift’s atonement. ‘The greateft finner in this 
rebellious world, if he will repent and embrace the falvation of 
the gofpel, may experience pardoning mercy, and inherit eter- 


nal life. Inthe blood of Jefus, his fins, which are as fearlet and 
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as crimfon, may be made as fnow and as wool. And by him, 
plucked as a brand from the hotteft place in everlafting burnings, 
God can make the exceeding riches of his grace appear in the 
mott aftonifhing manner. Hence let no humble, trembling 
foul defpair of divine mercy. As well might a perfon fear per- 
ifhing by thirft with an extenfive, inexhauttible river by his fide ; 
for there is an infinite plenitude of mercy in Jehovah for all 
true penitents ; though their fins be great, and numberlefs as the 
fands on the fea fhore. It is therefore altogether unreafonable 
and criminal for a perfon to confider himfelf as fo great a fin- 
ner, that he cannot obtain mercy through the merits of the great 
Redeemer ; and, upon this principle, to negleé the great fal- 
vation offered in the gofpel. 

2. It feems eafy, in the light of this fubjeét, to fee the vani- 
ty of that hope of pardon, which is built on the idea of not being 
very finful and guilty. It is fometimes the cafe that perfons 
are difpofed to think and fay, as they have been upright in their - 
dealings with their fellow-men, and quite regular in their gen- 
eral deportment, they truft, that they fhall obtain forgivenefs 
in thofe inftances in which they have offended ; efpecially as 
their fins, at moft, are but few and trifling, compared with the 
fins of many of their fellow-men. Such perfons would do well 
to coniider, that though their ideas of their guilt were juft, yet 
it is altogether unfafe to hope for pardon on this account. 
Some of the vileft of finners may go into the kingdom of heav- 
en while éhey are excluded. For the greatnefs of fin is no rea- 
fon why it may aot be pardoned, nor the fmallnefs of fin any 
reafon why it /hould be forgiven. 

3. As the greatnefs of fin is no reafon why it may not be par- 
doned, thofe who perifh under the light of the gofpel muft afcribe 
their final rnin to their refufal of a gracious pardon, rather than 
to the greatnefs of their fins. For it is only by wilful rejection 
of the overtures of mercy that gofpel finners go down to de- 
ftruction. Let them be willing to embrace the pardon and fal- | 
vation offered them in the gofpel, and what can prevent their 
obtaining ? The number or greatnefs of their fins, it feems, 1s 
no infuperable objection. God’s word can never fail, nor his 
grace be exhaufted ; neither can all the combined powers of 
darknefs and malice of hell deftroy the foul that humbly relies 
on his meftcy through the merits of Chrift.—Hence fuch as con- 
tinue to reject the gofpel and die in their fins, will lie down in 
forrow forever under the moft tormenting felf-reproaches. 
Therefore let finners under gofpel advantages ferioufly confider 
their folemn fituation, and without delay repent and take hold 
of the glorious hope fet before them ; “ for how fhall we efcape, 
if we neglect fo great falvation !” 


CLEMENT. 
A DIS- 
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A DISSERTATION 


ON MATTHEW XVIII. 17, LAST CLAUSE. 


—Let him be unto thee as an heathen man, and a publican. 








‘Tuts is the concluding part of the law of Chrift, prefcribing 
the manner, in which an offender. in the Church is to be dealt 
with, by his brethren; and relates to the treatment, which iuch 
an offender, who refufes to be reclaimed, fhould receive, when 
cut off from the communion of the Church. The whole law of 
Chrilt, on this fubje&, ftands thus: Jf shy brother fhall tre/pa/s 
againft thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone : 
If he fhall hear thee, thou haft gained thy brother. But, if be will 
not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of 
two or three witneffes, every word may be eftablifbed. And if he fhall 
negled to hear them, tell it unto the Church : But if he fall negle& to 
hear the Church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man, and a publican, 
It may here be obferved, that one leading object of all this pro- 
cefs is, to reclaim the offender. Jf he hear thee, thou haft gained 
thy brother. And, from all that Chrift has faid, it is very evi- 
dent, that, if the brother be gained, the objet is gained. For, 
it is only in cafe of his not hearing one, that he is to take with 
him one or two more; it is only in cafe of his not hearing thefe, 
that the matter is to be told to the Church ; and it is only in 
cafe of his not hearing the Church, that he is to be confidered as 
an heathen man, and apublican. If, in any. ftage of thefe pro- 
ceedings, the brother be gained, or manifeft repentance, the 
object is gained, and the procefs ceafes. The fame objec is 
ftill to be had in view, in the final fentence of excommunica- 
tion, and the fubfequent treatment, which the excommunicated 
perfon is to receive, from his aggrieved brethren. He mutt be 
delivered unto Satan for the deftrudiion of the flefh, that the {pirit may 
be faved in the day of the Lord Fefus. And, after he is caft out of 
the Church, if he come to repentance, he is to be reftored in 
the f{pirit of meeknefs. With a view to this object, Chrift di- 
rected his difciples to let the excommunicated perfon be unto 
them as an heathen man, and a publican; and the objeé of this 
differtation is, toafcertain the import of this direétion. 

In order to this, it is neceflary to confider how heathens and 
publicans were treated by the Jews, among whom the difciples 
of Chrift, to whom this direction was originally given, had re- 
ceived their education, whofe prejudices they had imbibed, and 
whofe cuftoms they followed. From fome things, which are 
found in Scripture, there is fome reafon to fuppofe, that the 
Jews 
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Jews and the Samaritans, who were neighbours, and always ene- 
mies to each other, had fcareely any dealings together ; not fo 
much as to perform the common aéts of humanity and kindnefs, 
in cafes of want and diftrefs. Hence, the woman of Samaria was 
furprifed, that a Jew fhould requeft the favour of a little water 
of her. Butit does not appear, that other heathens and publi- 
caps were treated with equal feverity by the Jews. Confift- 
ently with their views of propriety, for ought that appears to 
the contrary, the Jews could perform to heathens and publi- 
cans, the common offices of ltumanity, when they ftood in need 
of affiftance. And it cannot be fuppofed, that our Saviour 
ever directed his difciples to do any thing, with refpect to any 
perfon, fo repugnant to the mild, benevolent, and friendly na- 
ture of his religion, as the withholding of fuch acts of compaf- 
fion and kindnefs would certainly be. But, it is very plain, 
that the Jews did not admit of any of that friendly intercourfe, 
or familiarity, with heathen men and publicans, which fubfifts 
between thofe, who have complacency in each other. ‘Though 
they were not obliged to withhold aéts of kindnefs and charity 
from the diftrefled, even among the heathens and publicans, 
they would keep at fuch a diftance from them, as to let them 
feel, that they had no relifh for their fociety, nor any compla- 
cency in their characters. They would give food to the hungry 
heathen, or to the hungry publican; but they could not eat 
with him. This they viewed as fcandalous to themfelves. 
And this was one principal thing, by which they fhewed their 
difpofition to keep at a diftance from them. Hence, they 
blamed our Saviour for receiving publicans and finners to his 
fociety, and eating with them. This man, faid they, receiveth fin- 
ners, and eateth with them. Behold, a friend of publicans and finners. 
This condué of Chrift was difpleafing to the Jews. Itis evident, 
therefore, that they treated the fame charatters, in this refpedt, 
very differently. They refufed to receive them to their com- 
pany, or toeat with them. The difciples of Chrift, educated 
in the cuftoms of the Jews, had imbibed fimilar notions with 
their brethren, and adopted, generally, a fimilar condud, in 
their treatment of heathens and publicans. This is evident, 
from what we find on the fubjeét, even after the refurredtion of 
Chrift, and the commencement of their fubfequent miniftry. 
For, to do away a prejudice of this kind, was the obvious de- 
fign of the vifion, which Peter had, preparatory to his recep- 
tion of the invitation ef Cornelius. The Jewifh converts, 
countenanced, as it fhould feem, by the Apoftles themfelves, 
carried this matter fo far, as not to be willing to eat with the 
Gentiles, who were converted to the Chriftian faith. Even Pe- 
ter, long after he had been {pecially taught not to call that com- 
mon, which God had cleanfed, would not openly eat yom os 
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Gentile Chriftians, left he fhould give offence to his Jewith 
brethren. This is evident from what Paul wrote on the fubjed, 
in his epiftle to the Galatians. But when Peter was come to 
Antioch, fays he, I withftood him to the face, becaufe he was to be 
blamed. For before that certain came from Fames he did eat with the 
Gentiles ; but, when they were come, he withdrew and feparated bim- 
felf from them, fearing them that were of the circumcifion. If the 
obfervations, which have been made, be juft, it is evident that 
the Jews, in general, did not have any friendly fociety or inter- 
eourfe, with heathen men and publicans ; not even fo much as 
to eat with them, at common meals ; and that, in this refpect, 
they were imitated by the Apoftles, and other difeiples of 
Chrift. Of courfe, it muft follow, that thofe who heard the di- 
rection given, which is the fubjec&t of prefent confideration, 
mutt have underftood it, as-a prohibition to fo much appearance 
of friendfhip, or complacency, in an excommunicated perfon, 
as is manifefted in coming a oye toa common table. This, 
however, is not the only paflage of Scripture, in which Chrii- 
tians are directed to treat excommunicated perfons in this man- 
ner. We are elfewhere taught, that they ought to withdraw 
from every brother, that walketh diforderly : To avoid him : To note 
him, and to have no company with him. Not, as has been already 
obferved, that we are to withhold acts of kindnefs and charity, 
if he ftand in need ; but we are never to feek his fociety, nor to 
have any of the intimacy of friendfhip with him. This matter 
feems to be put out of all reafonable queftion, by St, Paul, in 
the 6th chapter of his 1ft Epiftle to the Corinthians. Here he 
exprefsly directs, that excommunicated perfons be treated dif- 
ferently, by the Church, from other finners ; even thofe, who 
are known to be guitly of fimilar offences, to thofe, for which 
they have been cut off. J wrote unto you, in an Epifile, not to 
company with fornicators. Yet not altogether with the fornicators of 
this world, or with the covetous, or with extortioners, or with idola- 
ters 3 for then muff ye needs go out of the world. Tere, he plainly 
tells them, that he did not mean to be underftood, that they 
fhould entirely avoid the company of all fuch perfons, who are 
avowedly of the world, or out of the Church. For, fays he, 
in that cafe, ye muff needs go out of the world. But now I have 
written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a broth- 
er, be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or an extor- 
tioner, with -fuch an one, no, not to eat. It cannot reafonably be 
fuppofed, that this eating, which the Apoftle prohibits, is eat- 
ing at the Lord’s table. For, itis very plain, that the eating, 
here prohibited, is one of the loweft acts of companying, which 
is forbidden at all. Keep no company with him, fays he, no, 
not to eat. ‘That is, no, not fo much as to eat with him. But 
coming together to the table of Chrift is one of the higheft acts 
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of vifible communion. And it would furely have founded 
ftrangely, not to fay ridiculoufly, to a Chriftian ear, to hear an 
apoltle fay, Keep no company with a wicked offender, no, 
not fo much as to come with him to the table of Chrift. Be- 
fides, it is very plain, that this eating, which the apoftle prohib- 
its, was a kind of companying, which Chriftians are allowed to 
have, occafionally, with the Reales and covetous, and ex- 
fortioners of this world; but which they may not have with 
perfons excommunicated. It is fuppofed, however, that few 
will contend, that we may come to the table of Chrift, with 
fuch charatters, though they be of the world. If not, muft it 
not be plain, that thofe, who are excommunicated, are not to 
be companied with, by the Church, even at a common table? 
At leaft it muft be evident, that this was prohibited to the prim- 
itive Chriftians ; and the law mutt ftill be binding, unlefs cir- 
cumitances have fo been changed, as of courfe to render it 
void. And, of this, the evidence is not yet feen. 

Several objections, to what has been faid, demand fome at- 
tention. 

1. It may be objected, that, though the Jews treated hea- 
thens and publicans in the manner which has been ftated, 
Chrift himfelf did not ; and it is reafonable to conclude, that 
the rule given in the text had refpec&t to his own example, 
rather than to that of the Jews, of which his own was a pointed 
reproof, 

Anfwer. Though the enemies of Chrift reproached him 
with receiving finners, and eating with them, it may be difficult 
to prove, that he did eat with heathens and publicans, in any 
cafe, until they manifefted repentance, and become his follow- 
ers. Should this be proved, however, it would ftill be evi- 
dent, from the example of Peter, already referred to, that Chrift 
never had fo explicitly taught his difciples, that the conduct of 
the Jews, in this refpeét, was wrong, but that, until fometime 
after his refurreéction, they confidered themfelves at liberty, and 
even under obligation to imitate their example. ‘T'o do away 
this impreffion from their minds, an expre/s revelation appears 
to have been ftill neceflary, even with refpect to thofe among 
the Gentiles, who embraced the faith of the gofpel, and become 
heirs with them of the common falvation. Nor is it unworthy 
of notice, in this connexion, that the vifion, which Peter faw, 
did not reprove him, for refufing to go in unto, and to eat with 
heathens, who ftill remained in impenitence and unbelief. Cor- 


‘nelius, to whofe houfe he was about to be invited, was a good 


man. Him God had cleanfed. And he charges Peter not to 
call that common, which he had cleanfed. But no fuch 
charge was given him, with refpect to thofe, who ftill retained 
their attachment to idol worfhip, and to a life of wickednefs ; with 
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refpect to thofe, whom God had not cleanfed. For aught that 
appears on the face of this paflage of Scripture, he might ftill 
have refufed to eat with the unconverted Gentiles, without be- 
ing blamed. Befides, it is of fome importance, here, to confider 
what muit have been the object of Chrift, in receiving finners, 
and eating with them, if he did fo ; or the object of that condua, 
which he obferved towards them ; and the [fituation, in which 
they were placed. His cbjeé, undoubtedly, was to do them 
good. In order to this, he would, not only by his preaching, 
but by his example, do every thing in his power to convince 
them of the kindnefs of his heart, and of the mild and benevo- 
lent nature of his religion; and thus prepare the way for them 
to embrace the gofpel. That he might do this, fuccefsfully, 
he muft treat them with familiarity and tendernefs, and culti- 
vate an intercourfe with them, which they had not been accuf- 
tomed to receive from the Jews in general. ‘This, their fitua- 
tion might render neceflary. For the treatment, which they 
had hitherto received from the Jews, was calculated to leave 
unfavourable impreffions on their minds, refpecting the Jewifh 
religion, and to render them averfe to any inftruction, which a 
Jewith teacher might be difpofed to give them. Thefe perfons 
are not to be confidered, as having once profefled to embrace 
the gofpel, and then fallen away. Nor was it the object of 
Chriit to reclaim them from any fuch backfliding. But, he 
. would bring them, by the gentleft, and kindeit means, to a cor- 
dial acceptance of his falvation. His treatment of them, there- 
fore, was not at all of the nature of punifhment. It was with- 
out any mixture of feverity. He was then trying what kind- 
nefs and compaflion might do. But, excommunicated perfons 
are in a different fituation. They have profefled to be Chrif- 
tians. They have difhonoured this profeflion. They have re- 
fufed to be reclaimed. And Chrift now requires, that they 
fhould be punifhed, or treated with a degree of feverity. And, 
whether his own treatment of the heathens and publicans, if it 
were fuch as is fuppofed, or the manner in which the Jews 
treated them, were beft adapted to exprefs difpleafure, and to 
ferve as a punifhment, cannot be difficult to determine. 

2. It may be objected, that kindnefs, affection, and tender- 
nefs, are better adapted, than feverity, to anfwer the end of ex- 
communication, as it relates to the offender. That it feems 
to have been admitted, that Chrift adopted this, as the wifeft 
courfe, with refpeé& to heathens and publicans ; and, if fo, why 
is it not reafonable to conclude, he would direét to it, with re- 
{pect to perfons, who are excommunicated ? 

Anfwer. Chrift has, indeed, direéted that the kindeft and 
gentleft means fhould ye employed, for reclaiming backfliders, 
mhis church. In every cafe, where excommunication is pro- 
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ceeded to, if individuals and the church have been faithful, 
thefe means have been employed, and employed in vain. What 
could be done, without inflicting punifhment, has been tried. 
This having been unfuccefsful, it is time to punifh, that it 
may be feen, what effee& a different mode of treatment may pro- 
duce. ‘Thus God himfelf deals with finners. He tries them 
with mercies; and then, oftentimes, when thefe fail, he vifits 
with judgments. Thus he ufed to do with his people Ifrael. 
When they forfook him, he would admonifh. He would rife 
early, and fend his:prophets unto them, to invite, to warn, and 
to entreat. If the people hearkened, it was well. Impendin 
evil was averted. If they hearkened not, then God proceeded 
to punifh. If this fucceeded, he reftored them to his favour, 
forgave their miquities, and returned to them with richeft blef- 
fings. Ina fimilar manner, Chrift now deals with offenders, 
in his Church. Accordingly, if one go aftray, his brethren 
are directed tenderly to admoniflr him, individually. If he 
hear, it is well. If not, they muft take one or two more, and 
repeat the admonition. If he -will not yet be perfuaded, the 
matter mult come before the Church. Here, again, he mutt be 
affectionately and tenderly admonifhed. But, if all this labour 
of love avail nothing ; then, punifhment mutft be inflicted ; he 
mutt be caft out, and made to feel the difpleafure of the Church. 
They muft withdraw from him, and refufe all friendly inter- 
courfe with him. until he returns to his duty. 

3. It may poflibly be objected, that the treatment here con- 
tended for, towards an offending brother, appears to favour of 
a fpirit of ill will, or revenge, which is inconfiftent with the 
fpirit of the gofpel. 

Anfwer. This will depend, in a great meafure, on the con- 
duct of the brethren, in other refpects. If their condué, in gen- 
eral, befpeaks a kind, affectionate, and forgiving fpirit, and they 
let it appear, that a fenfe of duty, and not any partial feelings 
of their own, obliges them to conduét in this manner, towards 
an offender, there will be little foundation for fuch an objection. 
But, if this do not appear, then, to be fure, there will be occa- 
fion to object. But, then, the objection may not lie, with any 
greater weight, againft this part of the treatment of an offend- 
er, than againft any of the precedmg fteps. A brother may 
be guilty of a real offence. He may be dealt with by another, 
and by the Church, and finally excommunicated ; and all along 
the procefs may be directed by malicious, revengeful feelings, 
withgat any regard to the honour ef Chrift,or the good of the of- 
fender. This fpirit muft be wholly wrong. Although, at tlefame 
time, it maybe right, that the offender fhould be dealt with, and 
cutoff. Soy,if, in their fubfequent treatment of an offender, the 
brethren are actuated by ill will, or revenge, this muft oF 
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tainly be wrong ; but ftill, it may be right, that they fhould 
thus withdraw from him, and refufe all friendly intercourfe, if 
they be governed by a regard to the honour of Chrift, and feel 
a benevolent defire to reclaim the offender. After all, fome, 
no doubt, may call this treatment by hard names, and attempt 
to cait an odium upon it. But this is no reafon, why duty 
fhould be negle&ed. If, indeed, they have called the Mafter of 
the houfe Beelzebub, fo will they thofe of his houfehold. But, 
as opprobrium and abufe never induced the Matter to 
fwerve from the path of duty, he has, in this refpect, fet an 
example worthy the imitation of all his followers. We have 
nothing to do with confequences. Leave them to God. 

4. It may be objected, that if Chriftians are directed to treat 
excommunicated perfons, in the manner, which has been point- 
ed out, it may involve great inconveniences, and lead to.a neg- 
lect of other important duties. That it may keep back mem- 
bers of the fame family, parents and children, and even hutf- 
bands and their wives, from the fame table. 

Anfwer. The laws of Chrift are all reafonable, and perfeétly 
confiftent one with another. The duties, to which they bind, 
never fo interfere, as that the performance of one may prevent 
the performance of another. When duties, which are required 
of us, come in apparent competition, the one which is of leaftim- 
portance, muft give way to the greateft. In fuch cafes, howev- 
er, the performance of the greater does not occafion the negle& 
of any duty, ftrictly ; but that ceafes to be duty, under exiiting 
circumftances, which would have been duty, under different 
circumftances. ‘Thus God fays, I will have mercy, and not fa- 
crifice. Not, that he will not have facrifice at all ; but if mercy 
and facrifice come in apparent competition, let facrifice go for 
the prefent, and attend to mercy. Let thefe obfervations ap- 
ply to the cafe before us, and the fuppofed difficulty will be re- 
lieved. If itcan only be determined, which is the greater du- 
ty, perform this, and negleé the other, as being, under exifting 
circumftances, no duty at all. Excommunication does not dif- 
folve the relation between hufbands and wives, nor that be- 
tween parents and children; nor does it releafe them from 
any duty to which thefe relations bind. A child is not at liber- 
ty to withhold the refpect due to an excommunicated parent ; 
nor a parent, the duties, which he is bound to perform to his 
children. They mutt ftill live together, in unity, each one 
performing his refpeétive duties, The rule, therefore, it is fup- 
pofed, will not apply tofuch cafes. But, fetting afide confide- 
rations of this nature, and, it is believed, excommunicated per- 
fons are to be treated, as heathen men, and publicans, in the 
Senfe which has been pointed out, TROPHIMUS. 
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SIMPLE NARRATIVE OF CHILDREN, 
Who are we hope of the kingdom of God. 


ea ——_ 


THE EXPERIENCE OF THE SISTER, AT THE AGE OF I4. 


_ LIVED a thoughtlefs life till I was almoft 14 years old. 
i My father ufed to talk to me about the concerns of my foul ; 


_ but I hated to hear him, and was always glad when he left off. 


I ufed to go to meeting, out of refpe& to my father ; but I did 
not love the worfhip of God, and was glad when meeting was 
over. Iwas fo wicked, that I fometimes mate fun of religious 
converfation, after I heard it. About a year ago Mr. A 
came to our houfe, and talked to me about another world, but 
I did not want to hear him. Obferving my inattention, he faid, 
** you don’t want to hear me, do you?” I told him I did not. 
“ You do not think any thing about dying,” (faid he) no, faid 
I, I don’t think any thing about it, neither do Iwant to. ,So 
carelefs was I, and fo bold in fin, although young. O I won- 
der how God could bear with me fo long, while I was finnin 

fo againft him ! About two months.ago, the talk of another 
perfon took a little hold of my mind. I then began to think 
es was needful for me, and that I could never be happy 
without it, But it wore off, and I felt glad that I could get rid 
of it. A fhort time after, I heard one of my uncles tell of . 
fome young perfons that were engaged in religion. This 
made me think I ought to be religious, but I got rid of it again 
in a great meafure. About four weeks ago, I heard 2 young 
women talk about religion, and fing, “ Remember, finful youth, 
you muft die,” &c. and though they faid nothing to me, yet 
their talk and finging went to my heart. I thought they loved 
the Lord, and were happy. It feemed then as if I wanted to © 
be a Chriftian too. They wentaway. O how I wanted to go 
with them, but could not. It then feemed to me as if I fhould 
never be in their company again, and that I fhould forever be 
f{eparated from God and all good-people. Iwas in very great 
diftrefs. I felt fo loaded with fin, that it feemed as if I could 





‘Not bear up under it. I felt as if I fhould fink into hell, and 


that it would be juft if I fhould fink there. While I was in 
this diftrefs, I was tempted to kill myfelf. It was fuggefted to 
me, if I would do that, I fhould get rid of all my trouble. God 
did not fuffer me to make any attempts that way; although 
I fometimes felt very much afraid I fhould. Thefe words often 
ran in my mind, “If the righteous fearcely be faved, where 
fhall the ungodly and finner appear !’? Sometimes my heart 
felt fo heavy with fin, that I could not ftand upon my feet. I 
often cried out in fuch expreflions as thefe: “Lord have 
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mercy upon me—there is no mercy for me—I do not deferve 
any.” I tried to keep in from crying out in my-diftrefs fo 
much, that I bit my lips without thinking of it, till they were 
very fore. It feemed as if I fhould die,and then fink direétly into 
hell. It feemed as if I fhould fink the houfe and all with me, I 
was fo bad. I continued fo the afternoon and night. I flept 
none, except once I dropped into a drowfe, but foon waked 
again, feeling worfe than ever. 1 wanted every body to pray 
forme. My father prayed with me night and morning. I 
wanted in the morning to have one of my uncles fent for, to 
pray with me; he came and prayed with me. Il felt in fuch 
diftrefs, that I could not attend to much of his prayer, till juft 
before he clofed. ‘Then it feemed to me I was willing to give 
up to God, and let him do as he pleafed with me. This 
thought pafled my mind, “ Lord, not my will, but thine be 
done.” Direétly it feemed tome, that God appeared for my 
help, and Chrilt took off all my load, removed my diftrefs, and 
filled my foul with fuch joy, that I could not contain myéelf. 
As foon as my uncle had done praying, I catched right hold of 
him, crying out, Glory to God, repeating it a number of times, 
Sometimes I clapp’d.my hands, and then wrung them for joy. 
The room, and the trees, and every thing, O how beautifully 
they looked. It feemed to me I wasina new world ; and that 
heaven was here upon earth! Since that time I have felt very 
happy for the moft part. I take delight in praying to God a- 
Jone. It makes mefeel happy to hear Chriftians talk; and I 
try to talk with them. I feel myfelf a finner now every day, 
but my truft is inChrift. I afk God to forgive and pardon me 
for Chrift’s fake. My hope is, that God will keepme. I know 
if he does not keep me, I fhall fall into fin and perifh. But I 
truft that He, who has begun a good work in me, will carry it 
on till the day of redemption. 





- 





THE BROTHER’S EXPERIENCE, AT THE AGE OF I2 YEARS. 


WHEN I was about feven years old, I felt diftreffed about 
dying ; ; I was afraid of going to hell. But 1 wore it 
off again. I thought I was as good as any of my playmates, 
and fhould be as happy. Several times I felt concerned about 
myfelf, but got rid of it again. Sometimes when I felt afraid 
of death, I thought I would do better; but when I got rid of 
my fears, I was worfe than ever. A year ago laft fall, 1 heard 
a Miffionary* preach one evening ; his preaching {truck me fo, 
that I could hardly get home from meeting, but I did not let 

any 


* From the Maffachufetis Miffionary Society. 
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any body know it. When Mr. A talked to my fifter, he 
aiked me if J thought any thing about dying. I told him I did 
fometimes. I could not help crying when he talked to me; 
but I foon forgot it. Laft fummer I worked with fome young 
mén, that ufed to fwear very badly. I learned to fpeak fome 
wicked words, but I took care not to let any body hear me, 
left my Father fhould know it and correé& me for it. But O, I 
thought but little about God’s hearing me all the time ! Some- 
times I thought it would do well enough for me to become 
good when [ got to be old; but the thought would ftrike me 
again, “ now is the time to repent and turn to'God.” When 
my fifter was ftruck under concern, fhe was away from home, 
and was brought home in the night, when I wasa-bed. She 
wanted to fee me. My father waked me; I got up, and faw 
her in her diftrefs. My father afked me if I did not think I 
was a finner; I told him, yes; but I did not feel it as I did 
afterwards. He told me he knew I was. It affeéted me a 
little. But I foon went to bed again, and flept till morning. 
When I got up and faw my filter again in her diftrefs, it 
ftruck me to the heart. I thought I wasa finner fure enough ! 
I felt much diftreffed, and it kept increafing. My fifter want- 
ed my uncle fent for; I went after him. I felt fo burdened 
with fin, as I went, that it feemed as if I could hardly carry it. 
I tried to hide it from my uncle: but O how I felt when I 
was coming back with him! and when le went to prayer with 
my fifter I felt ftill worfe, and when fhe got relief, and went to 
praifing God, I felt fo diftrefled, that I could not hold in any 
longer, but cried out fo, that 1 could not hear or regard 
much fhe faid. My uncle afked me what I cried for; I told 
him, it was becaufe I had finned fo againft a holy God; that I 
had done nothing elfe, all my days, For 12 years! I thought I 
was the worft finner that ever was. It feemed as if there was 
no mercy for me; and that I did not deferve any. My dif- 
trefs was fo great, that it took away moft all my ftrength. It 
lafted all day. I grew worfe and worfe till night, My uncle 
came in to fee me juftat night. I afked him to pray for me, 
He went to prayer with me. When prayer was done, I felt fo 
weak, that I could not get up off my knees. I afked my father 
tohelpme. Ne took me up and laid me on the bed, and then 
every thing went away from me. I lay a while without know- 
ing any thing, and then cameto. At firft, for half a minute, 
I did not know where I was. Butin a little time my ftrength 
and fenfes came to me, and when I come to rife up and look 
round, every thing looked new. When I looked out of the 
window, things feemed to look of a different colour. I felt full 
of joy, for it feemed to me, that the righteous God had come 
and delivered me from my fins. J could not help laying hold 
oO 
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of my fifter and rejoicing with her. I fometimes clapped my 
harids for joy, and then laid hold of Ma’m’s hands, telling her 
how happy I felt, and how pretty every thing looked. I could 
hardly contain myfelf, and keep ftill while my father was at 
prayer in the evening. I felt fo rejoiced I could not cat hardly 
any fupper. I felt afraid to go to bed, and go to fleep, for 
fear I fhould not feel fo when I waked up again. After a 
while I went to bed and flept, and in the morning I did feel 
rather forrowful, but it did not laft long. Sometimes I have 
felt forrowful fince, efpecially when I fee finners thoughtlefs, as 
I ufed to be. O how I want they fhould feel as Ido! Some- 
times, fome of my playmates laugh at me, when I talk to them 
about religion. But I tell them, they hurt themfelves more 
than they do me. Things do not pefter me now, as they ufed 
to; every thing feems to go right. Sometimes I think, if I 
fhould go back again into fin, that I fhould not live two minutes 
hardly. It feems fo dreadful to me! I'try to truft in the 
Lord, and I hope he will keep me from fin while I live, and 
take me to heaven when I die. 


Diftria of Maine, Fan. 23, 1804. 








EXTRACT OF A LETTER, 


Written at Sea. 


EFORE this reaches you, the hand that writes, and the 
heart that dictates,will be mouldering in the watry grave. 
Yes, my friend, and faith in Jefus affures me that I foon fhall be 
enjoying felicity inthe manfions above. You will doubtiefs be 
furprifed at this account, but a fevere cold, which I took in 
making the neceflary preparations for my voyage, occationed 
my prefent illnefs; and not having the accommodations on 
board fhip which I could with, has been ftill adding hereunto, 
and now caufes my complaints to be quite alarming. I feck 
the feeds of mortality already fown m my mortal body. But 
bleffled be God that I can fay, death (that grim tyrant) has loft 
his fting, and the grave her victory; and I hope and truft I 
have found that heavenly Phyfician which 1 need, and that he 
is willing and able to pour the balm into my wounded foul, yea 
even the wine and oil of divine confolation. O glorious Re- 
deemer ! O bleffed Jefus ! that he is willing to fave fuch a guil- 
ty, condemned finneras I. Such a rebel as lhave been! and 
now brought nigh by the blood of my Redeemer. Yow will, 
without doubt, recollect our laft, and long evening’s converia- 
tion on the important truths of Scripture. Little did you thea 
2 imagine 
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imagine with what divine energy and force your words were 
fet home on my mind. Infupportable was that declaration 
which you made; viz. that “except a man be born again, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God.” They were my conftant 
companion for the remaining part of the night, and indeed for 
feveral weeks ; when it pleafed God, (and bleffed be his name) 
to'humble me, and bow my ftubborn will to the {ceptre of 
king Jefus. I can now, with joy and wonder, admire the rich- 
es'of fovereign grace, and adore the aftonifhing condefcenfion of 
that glorious Lamb in thus ranfoming guilty finners ; fince he 
has, as I truft, plucked me as a brand from the burning, and put 
this glorious fong of praife into my mouth. I think I can with 
an eye of faith view my Jefus waiting to receive my foul, with 
open arms, and to convey my fpirit to glory! O, my friend, 
my motives are not felfifh, fuch as you once conjectured them 
to be. No, I fay they are not; but I pray that it may be for 
the glory of Ged. O that I may be enabled to view him with 
a fingle eye. Before this can reach you, it is probable your 
prayers will be of no avail, and although I have no friends here 
to bewail my lofs, nor yet to pay the funeral tribute to my bo- 
dy; yet IL hope to be fgon finging, and joining the heavenly 
choir in their loud hallelujahs in the manfions above.—Happy, 
yes, thrice happy, fhall I be to join the concert with you there, 
which is my earneft and fincere prayer. It would have been 
very pleafing could I have once more feen you and fome others 
of my friends, (particularly my dear fon) but I muft commend 
him to the heavenly Parent, praying he may find in him, the 
fame kind Father which I have found. Could it have been 
confiftent with the decrees of Heaven, | fhould have been glad 
to have converfed with fome of my old acquaintance, to declare 
to them the goodnefs of God, and invite them to embrace a 
Saviour without delay. But I feel anxious for my diflolution. 
O come, Lord Jefus, come quickly, and eafe me of this painful 
ftate of fin, ficknefs and mifery, where I may tafte the pleafures 
of joy and felicity without alloy. Andnow, my friend, I with 
you every blefling this earth poffefles (which are but few) and 
that you may perfevere in that ‘path which you appear to be 
walking in, “ looking unto Jefus,’”? and may you come off more 
than a conqueror through him who has loved and died for us. 

Although my fpirits are foaring above, yet my bodily ftrength 
is faft decaying. I amobliged to write on my bed, and by 
fhort intervals, as I am not permitted to exhauft what little re- 
maining ftrength I have, which I would willingly do for the 
glory of God. And now may that God, who is able to guide 
and protect you through the rugged path of this life, receive 
you into his reft. : 


4th Fuly, 1803. 
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TO THE FRIENDS OF RELIGION. 
ent, where Millions are neceffary to carry into eff272 
A SINGLE Cent, where Mill eflary xy into eff 


the benevolent defigns of our Fathers and Brethren, who are en- 
gaged in fending the Gosper to lands unenlightened with its genial 
rays, may appear, at firft view, {mall and inconfiderable :—But, 
Should the Friends of Zion adopt the Plan of contributing only One 
Cent a week! and recommend the fame Prattice to their friends 
and connexions ; it is prefumed a very handfome fum may be annually 
colle&ed, without inconvenience to individuals. 


The defign of this Inftitution, is, to procure Bibles, Dr. Watts’ 
Pfalms and Hymns, Primers, Catechifms, Divine Songs, Tokens 
for Children, &c. 


Mrs. Joun Simpkins requefts thofe who are difpofed to encourage 
this Work, to fend in their Names, with their Money, Quarterly, or as 
Soall be moft agreeable to them ;—and fhe will engage to depofit it with 
the Treafurer of the Maflachufetts Miffionary Society, for the 
important purpofe of aiding that very laudable Inftitution. 








This Cent Institution, “ {mall and inconfiderable” as it 
may feem, promifes to be very produttive. Though only of 
about two years ftanding, it has already brought to the aid of 
the general defign of the Miffionary Society, nearly eight hun- 
dred dollars. As the knowledge of it extends, the number of 
fubfcribers to it increafes. It is a female Inftitution, laudable 
in its defign and fimple in its principle; and as fuch it is ardently 
recommended to general patronage and attention. Our Sis- 
TERS, in town and country, will gladly embrace an opportunity to 
contribute, in fo eafy and fo eligible a way,to the falvation of im- 
mortal fouls, and the advancement of their Repzrmer’s kingdom. 
One Cent a week is certainly but a trifle for almoft any one to 
contribute ;,and in almoft any place, would a generous individu- 
al undertake to procure fubfcriptions,and to tranfmit the monies 
to Mrs. Simpkins, who has fo worthily ftepped forward in this 
bufinefs, a confiderable fum might no doubt be collected. The 
ocean is fupplied by rivers, made up of {mall ftreams.. Remem- 
ber the Widow's two mites. . 


-—_- -—-oco 
Pew 
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42 Donations. 
MONIES 

Received by Mrs. Simpxins in the way of the Cent Inftitution, fince — 
Fune, 1803. Dis. Cts. 


OF Mrs. Morfe, from a number of ladies in Charletown 85 67 
Of Rev. Daniel Hopkins, from a number of ladies in Salem 24 52 
Of Rev. Samuel Worcetter, froma number of ladies in 

Salem -------+--+-+-+---+-+--- a---- 65 06 
Of Rev. Dr. Emmons, from ladies in Franklin - - - - 21 §1 
Of Rev. Dr. Emmons, frem ladies in Northbridge - - 10 70 
Of Rev. David Sanford, from ladies in Medway, welt 


precinct i ee Io 40 
Of Rev. John Cleaveland, from ladies in Wrentham - - 9 33 
Of Rev. Elitfha Fitk, from ladies in Wrentham - - - - - 9 77 
Of Rev. Jacob Norton, from ladies in north parifh, Wey- 

RE 8. PS Se a ee oe bw oe ee we SSS 16 95 
Of Rev. Elijah Parifh, from ladies in Byfield - - - - - - 15 44 
Of Rev. Benjamin Wood, from ladies in Upton - - - - - 7 68 


Of Rev. Nathaniel Howe, from ladies in Hopkinton - - 3 12 
Of Rev. Samuel Niles, from ladies in Abington and 
Pembroke -- ----------2++-+-2-0e- 23 00 
Of Rev. Samuel Spring, from ladies in Newburyport - 23 60 
Of Rev. Eleazer Whitman, from ladies in Bridgewater - 1 40 


Of Rev. Mr. Goff, from ladies in Sutton- - - - - - - - 5 18 
Of Rev. Jofeph Barker, from ladies in Middleborough, - 1 81 
Of Deacon Bourne, from 4 ladies in Pembroke - - - - - 2 00 
* Of Rev. Paul Litchfield, from ladies in Carlifle - - - - - 4 00 
Of Rev. Mr. Prentifs, from ladies in Medfield - - - - - ny 8 
Of Rev. Mr. Judfon, from ladies in Uxbridge - - - - - IO 20 
Of Rev. Timothy Dickinfon, from ladies in Hollifton - 8 oo 
Of do. from ladies in Sherburne - 4 12 
Of do. from ladies in Milford - - 3 41 
Of Rev. Jonathan Strong, from ladies in Randolph - - - 2 oo 
From a number of ladies in Bofton - --------- 10g og 
Two Bibles, 2 Teftaments and 2 Pfalm Books, from a 
lady in Bolton - -- ~.-.-+.---+---++=- 
Of Deacon Thayer, from ladies in Braintree - - - - - - 5 7% 





Dolls. 500 oo 





DONATIONS 


To the Massacnuserts Missionarr Society, prefented fince Fune, 
1803. Dis. Cis. 

FROM the Female Society in Bofton, (to purchafe Bi- 
Dies GUM Me UE gt... ts ats oo 30 00 

Of Rev. David Sanford, Medway, from Mr. Jonathan 
eg eS ee Serna a 2 50 














Donations. 


from Mr. John Boutell 





43 
Dis. Cts. 
Of Rev. Samuel Auftin, Worcefter, from his Society . 65 22 
Of Rev. Elifha Fifk, Wrentham, from his Society . . . 22 &© 
Of Rey. Leonard Woods, Newbury, from his Society . 30 00 
¥rom Mr. Fitch Poole, Danvers ...... — ae | 
Of Rev. Elijah Parifh, Byfield, from his Society . . 19 30 
Of Rev. john Wilder, Attleborongh, from his Society - 20 CO 
Of Rev. Samuel Worcelter, Salem, from his Society . 46 37 
Of Ditto, froma young Lady ............4. 5 00 
Of Rev. John Cleaveland, Wrentham, from his Society 8 75 
Of Rev. Samuel Spring, Newburyport, from his Society 115 co 
Of liaac P. Lowe, Fitchburg, from two Ladies .... § 00 
Ot Mr. John Morong, Salem, from Daniel Bancroft, jun. 1 00 
Of Rev. Benjamin Wood, Upton, from a Lady .... 1 10 
Of Rev. Dr. Emmons, Franklin, from a friend to Mifz 

Se Pee Re ne ee ee ee 
Of Mr. Aaron Bullard, from Mr. J. Chapin i ea 2 09 
Of Rev. Nathaniel How, Hopkinton, from Dea. Jofeph 

Waller's o accia eis: ar a ‘joe atthe « § OC 
Of Rev. Paul Litchfield, Carlifle, from his Society .. 10 64 
From Hon. ifaae Scearns, Efg. .. 2» epic pn se ¢ Se 
Of Rev. Daniel Hopkins, Salem, from a perfon unknown 50 00 
Of Rev. Hezekiah May, Marblehead, from a perfon un- 

kaewa. , oes ih a OOLe See aa S30 
Of Rev. Samyel Judfon, Uxbridge, from his Society . 9 43- 
Of Rev. Peter Sanborn, Reading, from Mr. John Da- 

RR se ei Saye 6 8 ® eh 3 ee » 20 00 
Of Do. from a Gentleman ..:5:- +--+ -pscccens 10 00 
Ce Dostrom a Lady... co. sss cis ee oe .-0% 9 « eee 
From Rev. Elijah Kellogg, Portland >a vs a) Oe 
Of Rev. Daniel Hopkins, Salem, from his Society 102 00 
Of Do. from a number of tae of his Society .. 64 20 
Of Rev. Timothy Dickinfon, Hollifton, from Mr. Eph- 

raim Chapin ..... +e ee ea Cn iste ss. I. @Q 
Of Do. from three Laties .....,-+ 208 ove 2 55 
Of Rev. Otis Thompfon, Rehoboth, from his Society . 10 00 

’ Of Rev. Samuel Niles, Abington, trom Dea. Eleazer 

WRI 6.3% eco ak 8 6 .. ae 
Of Mr. Solomon Stickney, Byfield, from | two Ladies. 45 
Of Rev. Jotham Sewall, Miffionary, from Societies 

Spe IIE “5° oo bo 0 o> mip oe D0 0 0 eee 22 25 
Of Mr Paul Couch, Miffionary, from a friend ..... 7 50 
Of Rev. Jonathan Strong, Randolph, from Mr. Tho- 

eds Walesa. a 0500 0° ie ee ee a 
Of Rev. Samuel Auftin, Worcelter, from two friends in 

Princeton whch ct. us tbsien, Kon oc: Meee heretic ie 
Of Do. from a Friend to Mifions . . . . 2 00 





44 Donations. 
Dis. Cts. 
Of Rev. Samuel Auftin, from Mr. John Loudon . ~. § 00 
Do. froma Perfon unknown . ... . 225 
Of Rev. Adoniram Judfon, Plymouth, from a Friend 10 oo 
Of Rey. Samuel Niles, Abington, from his Society . 35 25 
Of Rev. Samuel Spring, Newburyport, from the Firft 
UCeey 0 MEE 9 0 5. 4? uw ere s, 6 S800 
Contribution atthe Old South . . . . . . . . 98 05 






























Dolls. 850 56 





BOOKS. 





From the Femaze Socierr in Bofton. 


2 Vols. Connecticut Magazines, 22 Repofitory Tratts, 
156 Pamphlets. 


From Rev. Dr. Emmons, Franklin. 
6 Of his Volume of Sermons. 


Of Mr. Foun Puncuarn, Salem, from Mr. Fostaa Woovsver 


and others. 
200 Burder’s Village Sermons. 


Of Rev. Danrex Horxins, from Mr. Fosuva Cusuine, Salem. 
70 Burder’s Village Sermons. 


From a Member of the Society. 
36 Rev. Mr. William Warren’s Sermons. 





cc.Por the feveral Donations, from Societies and Individuals, 
the Subjeribers, a Committee appointed for the purpofe, prefent the 
coRDEAL THAnKs of the Massacausetts Missfonaryr Societr to the 
GENERovs Donors. May the Lorp, who has opened their hearts to 
contribute for the promotion of his Kincpom, gractoufly grant them, 
in return, an abundant participation of its 1MPERISHABLE RicuHeEs. 


TIMOTHY DICKINSON, 
JONATHAN STRONG, 
SAMUEL WORCESTER. 


*,.* At the late meeting of the Socrerr it was voted, “ That 
this Society will ufe their united influence to promote Contrisutions 
For Missionary Purposes, in the feveral Congregations within their 
connexion, on the First SaspatH in May anuually.” 











List of Members. 
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LIST OF MEMBERS 
Belonging to the Massacuuserrs Mussronarr Socie- 
ty for propagating the Gofpel. 


Rev. David Sanford 
Daniel Hopkins 


Dea. Jofeph Kittle 


Abner Bowen 


Nathaniel Emmons, D.D. Rev. William Grenough 


Ezra Weld 
Samuel Niles 
Samuel Spring 
Jofeph Barker 
John Crane 
Samuel Auftin 
‘Timothy. Dickinfon 
Jacob Norton 
Jonathan Strong 
Peter Sanborn 
John H. Stevens 
Paul Litchfield 
John Smith 
Samuel Mead 
Jofeph Emerfon 
Titus T. Barton 
Jonathan Powers 
Mr. Daniel Hardy, jun’r. 
Charles Coffin, jun’r. 
Dea. John Simpkins 
Rev. Ifaac Tompkins 
Mr. John Wait 
Rev. Leonard Worce§er 
Mr. George Odiorne 
Dr. Kendal Kittridge 
Rev. Samuel Worcelter 
Leonard Woods 
Elijah Parifh 
Jedidiah Morfe, D. D. 
Nicholas Pike, Efq. 
Mr. Calvin Park 
Rev. Jonathan Homer 
John Grenough 
Dr. Charles Coffin 
Mr. John Pettingil 
Samuel French, jun’r. 
Dea. Thomas Thompfon 
Mofes Atkinfon 
Rev. John Cleaveland 
Elifha Fifk 
Dea. John Shillaber 


Abiel Holmes 
Rufus Anderfon 

Dea. Afa Chafe 

Dr. Ammi R. Mitchell 

Rev. John Sawyer 
William Riddel 
Kiah Bailey 

Mr. Seth Studfon 

Rev. Jonathan Ward 

Mr. James Davis 
Seth Nelfon 

Rev. Ifaac Bailey 

Dea. David Richards 

Rev. Eliphalet Gillet 
Freegrace Reynolds 

Mr. Thomas Odiorne 
Ward Litchfield 
Richard Thayer 

Rev. Benjamin Wood 
Noah Worcelter, Efq. 

Rev. Nathaniel Howe 
Hugh Wallace 

Mr. Benjamin Thompfon 

Rev. John H. Church 
Jabez P. Fifher 

Mr. Ifaac Robinfon 
Abraham Gould 

Rev. Levi Pilfbury 
Parker Cleveland, Efq. 

Mr. Benjamin Coleman 
Solomon Stickney 
Daniel Ide 
Job Plympton 
Philo Sanford 

Rev. John Bullard 
Caleb Alexander 

Mr. John Morong 
Samuel Very 

Tea. Jofeph Rofs 

Capt. Jonathan Shillaber 

Mr. John Punchard 









Mr, Edward Norris, jun. 
Jofeph Felt 
Nehemiah Adams 
Thomas Davis 
John Low 
John Dike 
Fitch Pool 
William H. Lovet 

Capt. Ephraim Emerton 

Mr. Brackley Rofe 
Jonathan Ireland, jun’r 

Rev. John Taylor 

Mr. John Jenks 

Dea. Nathaniel Batchelder 

Mr. Jofeph Symonds 

Capt. Jonathan Lambert 

Mr. Edmund Gale 
Ifaac Wilkins 

Dea. John Robbins 

Mr. Benjamin Hawes 
Afa Parlin, Efq. 

Dea. Ephraim Robbins 

Mr. John Jacobs 
John Greene 
William Cooper, Efq. 

Mr. Samuel Sewall 
Thomas M’Clure 

Rev. Alexander M’Lean 

Mr. Jofeph Hurd 
James Baker 
David Trufant 
Caleb Marth 
Richard Devens, Efq. 
Roland Litchfield 
Solomon Thayer 

Rev. Adoniram Judfon 

Mr. Noble Everett 
Daniel Bancroft, jun’r. 
Thomas Miller 
Ifaac Warren 
William M’ Farland 
Afaph Lealand 

Rev. Mighil Blood 

Mr. Abel Farley 
Nathaniel Howe 
Benjamin Barker 

Rev. William Emmerfon 





List of Members belonging to the 








Rev. Afa Meach 
Otis Thompfon 
Thomas Carpenter, Ef. 
Mr. Samuel Harris, jun’r 
Gurdon Avery 
William Gridley 
Daniel Emerfon, Efq. 
Mr. John Damon 
Dea. Benjamin Thompfon 
Mr. Daniel Gowen 
Jabez Brown 
William Loring 
Capt. Jofhua Goodale 
Rev. Samuel Judfon 
Mr. William Dodge 
Thomas Stickney 
Enoch Tenney 
Jofeph Searl, jun’r. 
Dea. John Larkin 
Ephraim Noyes 
Rev. Jofeph Lee 
Mark L.. Hill, Efq. 
Mr. Paul Dodge 
Wathington Dodge 
+ Rev. Abijah Wines 
Mr. David Beal 
John Robbins 
Eliphaz Thayer 
Jeremiah Noyes 
Rev. David Long 
Mr. Robert Sanders 
Thomas Capron 
John Holbrook 
Levi Weld 
Adam Hobart 
Capt.Andrew Haraden 
Mr. Jofiah Bartlet 
John Pearfon 
Eleazer Peck 
James Scobie 
Caleb Bingham 
Rey. John Wilder 
Jotham Sewall 
Mr. David Hyflop 
James Sewall 
Azariah Faxoa 


Mr. John Ellingwood 











Mr. John Holbrook 
Dea. Samuel Torrey 
Mr. Abiel White 
James Jenkins 
John Farewell, jun’r. 
Dea. Kendal Boutel 
Mr. Ephraim Kimball 
Phineas Brown 
Dea. Ebenezer Thurfton 
Mr. John Thurfton 
I{faac P. Lowe 
William Moore 
Mofes N. Child 
Ebenezer Read 
Rev. Zepheniah S. Moore 
Mr. Eleazer Whitman 
Dea. Nathan Chapin 
Mr. Obadiah Wheelock 
Aaron Bullard 
Mrs. Hannah Haven 


Hannah Haven, jun’r. 


Mr. William M‘Farland 
Zichri Nafh 
Nathaniel Knight 
David Perkins 

Dr. Jofeph Torrey 

Maj. Pelatiah Leach 

Capt. David Dunbar 

Dea. Thomas Watfon 

Mr. John Watfon 

Mr. James Higgins 
William Thurfton 

Dea. Jonathan Metcalf 
Jofeph Ware 

Mr. Nathaniel Cutler 
Henry Dole 
George Thurlow 
Silvanus Plummer 
William Humphrey 
Charles Clap 
Levi Vinal 
Stephen Litchfield 
David Jewett 
Elifha Bates 
Bela Vinning 
James Webfter 
Thomas Searl 
Miles Searl 
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Mr. Samuel Woodman 
Amos Brickell 
Archelaus Fuller 

Rev. Jofeph Goff 

Mr. Ebenezer Waters 

Rev. Hezekiah May 

Mr. Jofiah Caldwell 
William Lang 
George W. Martin 
Daniel Gregg 

Mrs. Rachel Howe 

Rev.Solomon Aikin 

Mr. Daniel Chute 

Rev. Alfred Johnfon 
Levi Pilfbury 

Mr. Nathaniel Smith 
Benjamin Hawes 
Benjamin Hawes, jun’r. 

Col. John Hathorne 

Rev. Ebenezer Dutch 

Rev. Afahel Huntingtoe 

Mr. William Chifholm 

Dea. Richard Lang 

Mr. Artemas Woodward 

Capt. William Ward 

Mr. Henry Gray 
John Ireland 
John Lovet 

Mrs. Sarah Prince 

Mr. Ebenezer Dole 
Enoch Noyes, jun’r 
John Hafkell 

John Tucker 
Samuel S. Plummer 
Thomas M. Clark 
Samuel Tenney 
Bearly Tenney 
Samuel Dole 
William Balch 
Phineas Cole 
James Brown 
Jofeph Baker 
John Pratt 

John Hale 

Rev. Jonathan Burr 

Mr. Stephen Whipple. 

Hon. John Norris, Efq. 

William Gray, jun. Efq. 
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Mr. Ebenezer Plummer 
Dea. James Chute 
Dea. Jofeph Hale 
Mr. David Tenney 
Jeremiah Coleman 
Nehemiah Cleaveland, Efgq. 
Parker Cleaveland 
Jofiah Bumftead 
Jofiah Vinton, jun’r. 
Caleb J. Tenney 
Thadeus Ofgood 
Rev. William Pidgin _ Mr. Thomas Wales 


Mr. Walter P. Bartlet 


Poetry. 
Mr. James King 


Gen. John Crofby 


Laban Loring 








_- - — 


POETRY. 


A MEDITATION. 


PREPARE, my foul, to meet the day, 
When I muft quit this houfe of clay, 
Leave all my deareft friends behind, 
And fhare the fate of human kind. 
The Lorp is my fupport and hope, 
Tis that which keeps my fpirits up ; 
Pardon, O Lorp, my every fin, 
Let me be pure without, within ; 
And when the awful hour draws near, 
That I muft part with all that’s dear, 
Then, O my Gop, do thou be nigh, 
dind bear me, bear me, to the fky. 
In the cold grave this frame mut reft, 
And worms ihall feed on this poor breaft ¢ 
Thefé lands will then be ufelefs grown, 
And, gs more be known. 
Novumore thefe feet fhall ever walk, 

eno more fhall ever talk ; 
Forever clos’d in death thefe eyes, 
Til the laft trumpet fhakes the tkies. 
“Then, when the thunders echo round, 
And the world trembles at the found, 
May I with joy my Saviour fee, 
Jesus, who bore fuch pangs for me. 
Grant me, my Saviour, an abode, 
An humble ftation near my Gop, 
Where I may hallelujahs raife, 
And fpend Eternity in Praife. 


Capt. William Orne 

Rev. Elijah Kellogg 
David Smith 

Capt. Nathan Alden 

Mr. Simeon Allen 

Capt.Samuel Page 

Mr. John D. Furbur 
Benjamin Adams 
William M‘Glathry 


Written December 1, 1803. 
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